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New officers,directorsand chairs

January 2007

The MississippiCoast Mili-
tary Officers Association
meets on the second
Wednesday of each month
at the Katrina Kantina lo-
cated at the Keesler Ma-
rina. The Board meets at
10:30 followed by an in-
formal luncheon and busi-
ness meeting at 12:00.
Any member isinvited and
encouraged to attend the
Board meetings. [January 281

with many of our fellow memebersand the Soci ety of Dadalionswho
had joined usfor thisfestive occasion.

Many of uswere also ableto obtain some Christmas cheer
from the bar the Kantina had arranged for our group. Our Presi-
dent, CDR Dick Hansen, welcomed everyoneto thisaffair and
thanked many of the pople who had madethisnight possible; hethen
turned the mikeover to Mg Lucy Welch. Asone of thekey people
who had organized thisevent, she gaveusthe*order of battle” for
theevening. We started with apledge of aligencetotheflaganda
blessing for thefood. Shethen described how wewould go through
the buffett linewhich featured atypical Christmasmeal--turkey and
dressing, ham, mashed potatoes, salad, and desert--all thethingsthat
taste so good!

Following avery good meal, our outgoing President--Dick
Hansen-- introduced Lt Col Dick Wilsonwho was charged with
installing the new date of officersheaded up by our new President,
Major Lucy Welch. Col Wilsonidentified each of the new officers
and directorsfor 2007 al of whichwerelisted inlast monthsnews
letter. Once he had compl eted the induction ceremony, thefloor was
turned over to Mg Welch who outlined some of her plansfor the
following year and ended by wishing everyoneaMerry Christmas
and aHappy New Year.
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January Guest Speaker ...

Our next luncheon meeting will be held on
Wednesday, January 10, 2007 at the Keesler Marina
intheKatrinaK antena.

Welook forwardto seeing you at this luncheon
meeting to meet and hear. our guest speaker --Col L.
Frank Jacobs, Pharmacy Flight Commander. Shortly
after Katrina, he returned to Keeder after an eight year
absence. Likemany of usisespecialy happy to beback
onthe Gulf Coast. Hewill giveusan overview of what
things were like immediately after the storm and the
progress his organication has made since the hurricane
and then shed somelight on what thefuturelookslike 3-
S5yearsfromnow. Itisanareadl of usareinterestedin
and many of usdaily benefit from themedicineswere-
celvefromthe pharmacy onbase. Thisisanother great
opportunity toget “the’” wordfrom Keeder Pharmacy’s
head man.

Also, we encourage you to bring your spouse
and/or afriend who may wish to become amember so
they too can benefit fromthisvaluableinformation..

Membership Renewal....

Yes, its membership renewal time again. Thereis good

news again this year, the dues will remain the same as
last year. Military memberswill be $20 per year and
auxiliary members $15 per year. The deadline for
renewing your membership is March 15, 2007. Please
take advantage on this opportunity to participatein a
growing and increasingly vibrant MOAA chapter.

Key Keesler Phone Numbers--Part ||

L odging (reservations)-------- 377-9986
M edical Center Infor mation-- 377-6550

Military Pay------------------ 377-7272
Pass and registration---------- 377-3893
Phar macy (r€fill call-in)------- 377-6360
Satellite phar macy------------- 377-9791
Public affairs------------------- 377-2783
Red Cross------------=--------- 377-3030

Sexual assault prevention and response

team-----377-8635

Law enforcement desk--------- 377-3040
Shoppette, Class Six----------- 432-2367
Telephone trouble--------------- 377-2130

Traffic Management (outbound)-377-2446
Traffic Management (Inbound)--377-7813
Vistor center-------------------- 377-2595
Youth Center-------------------- 377-4116

Please complete the membership renewal form and enclose it with your check for $20
(Regular members) or $15 (Auxiliary members). Mail to MCMOA, P.O. Box 5027, Keesler
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Membership Renewal Form
Please type or print entries. Information given may be shared with other members.

ZIP:

[ [ LIFE MEMBER

If you have any questions please contact our Secretary/Treasurer, Bob Snyder, at (228) 388-9084.



MCMOA Newsdletter
LegidativeUpdate
1. Eleventh-Hour Medicare/ TRICARE Payment Fix

It lookslike Congresshasfound away to avert
the5.1% cut in Medicareand TRICARE paymentsto
doctorsthat risked having more doctorsdrop these
patients. Onenew differenceisthat doctorswho agree
to report their compliancewith aspecific set of quality
standardswill receivea1.5% payment increasein
2007. Thisisabigdeal for TRICARE beneficiariesas
well asMedicaredigiblessince TRICARE payment
ratesaretied to Medicare's. Our big concern hasbeen
that cutting paymjentsto doctors can only deter more of
them from accepting Medicareand TRICARE patients.

2. MOAA, Codition Meet with TRICARE Leader

Leadersfrom MOAA and other military
associationsmet with Mgj Gen Elder Granger , USA
TRICARE sDeuty Director and Program Executive
Officer. General Granger expresshisintent to establish
aquarterly meeting with association representativeto
ensuredirect feedback for leadership, aswell asan
opportunity toinform associationsof TRICARE's
effortsto support beneficiaries.

3. GI Bill “Partnership” gearsup

MOAA isworking with the Paartnership for
Veterans Education to urge Congressto re-structurethe
Montgomery Gl Bill to meet 21t century needs.

Whyjoin MOAA ???

First, MOAA isaleader in TheMilitary Codlition
that works each year to passnational legidation that
benefitsmilitary membersand their families. Second,
MOAA hasmany programsand benefitsin placethat
can helpyouwith everything fromtrangtioningtoa
second career inthecivilian sector to booking a
discounted vacation cruise.

Thething MOAA doesbest, however, iscontinualy
educateitsmembersabout their earned military
benefitsand entitlements and keep them abreast of
changesthat affect them. Recently, we cameacross
an itemintheGreenValley (Ariz.) Chapter’'snews-
| etter, which waswritten by Cmdr. John Chernoski,
USNR-Ret., membership cochairman and
webmaster. Hiscomments served asareminder that
active membershipinMOAA hasredl value.
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Retiree ActivitiesUpdate
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1. New Appointment hoursare Monday thru Friday5AM
until 6 PM with5-6 AM for active military only.
Appointment servicesare closed weekendsand federal
holidays.

2. TheMedical Center now hasflu shotsavailable.

3. Radiology: Thefollowing testsareavailableat the
Keeder Medica Center and requestsfrom civilian provid-
ersarehonored: A. X-Rays; B. CAT Scans,
C.Mammograms

It should be noted that MRIsare not currently avail-

able.

4. Labtestscan be doneand requestsfrom civilian
providers will behonored. Havethe FAX #of civilian
providers

availablein order for resultsto befaxed to the provider.
5. VA hedlth careenrollment update. Many veterans
believeif they losetheir job and itsassociated hedlth care
insurance they will beableto get heth careat their local
Veteranshospital. Primarily becausethey weretold upon
dischargethat, as veterans, they weredigibleto usethese
facilities. But under federal rulesblamed on budget con-
graints, millionsof middle-class veteranswho weren't
injuredinthemilitary cannolonger enroll intheU.S.
Department of VeteransAffarsheath -care system.
Under a2003 enrollment policy, asingle veteran who
earns $32,600 or more, and doesn’t have aservice-
connectedinjury or lIness isnot alowedto enroll inthe
VAmedica system. Thoseenrolled before17 Jan03 are
grandfathered in, and there’' saspecia provisionfor those
returning from Irag or Afghanistan. Informationisavailable
ontheinternet and thereisaphamphl et that describes
enrollment policies.

Scholar shipsAvailable

Scholarship gpplicationsareavailable! Eligiblechildren of
military servicememberscan apply onlinefor aloan or grant
through MOAA'seducation assistancefund for the
2007-2008 school year. Moreinformationisavailableat
http://WWW.MOAA .org/education.
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The Newdletter ispublished
monthly for members and
friends of the Mississippi
Coast Military Officers As-
sociation. It aims to
broaden their awareness
and understanding of
events and issues relevant
to military officersin this
area.
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Monthly Luncheon Meeting on
Wednesday, January 10, 2007

Chapter Officers for 2007

President ............... Maj Lucy Welch (867-0893) 2nd Vice President ...... Maj Jeff Neel (896-6588)
1st Vice President .LT Bob Carson (388-7511) Secretary/Treasurer ....Lt Col Bob Snyder (388-9084)
Past Presidents
CAPT Clark Wakefield - President Emeritus
Col. Matthew Thompson Lt. Col. Carl Remley Lt. Col. Dean Todd Maj. Gen. Leo Jones
Lt. Col. HollieWilkes Lt. Gen. Bryan Shotts Lt. Col. Sid Marcus Lt. Col. Fred Dunaway
Lt.Col. Dick Wilson CDR Dick Hansen
Directors

Maj. Gen. James Garner - Col. PhyllisLuttman - Col. Harvey Nixon
CDR Dick Hansen - Mg . Joseph Littlepage
Committee Chairs

CBC Council ........... CAPT Clark Wakefield Medical Center ........... Cal. PhyllisLuttman
Chaplain .................. Col. Joe Peck Retiree Activities ........ Lt. Col. Yvonne Dougherty
Commissary & BX ... Cal.PhyllisLuttman Membership............... Lt. Col. Bob Snyder
Dinner Seating ........ Mrs. GloriaSkillestad Newsletter ................. Col. Harvey Nixon
Directory ......cccoeue.. To be appointed Personal Affairs........ Mgj. Jeff Nedl

Club Representative  Lt. Col. Dick Wilson Programs.........c.c...... Ma. Lucy Welch

Legal Council .......... Lt.Col. Russll Thompson  ROTC .......cccevvruenee. Lt. Col. TomVarble
Legidative ............... Lt. Col. Fred Dunaway Scholarships.............. CW4 Ray Skillestad

Marina........cccoeeuee.... Mg.GlennBremenkamp  Webmaster ................. CDRRonMiller




