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Mr. Robert Bailey March Guest Speaker

MOAA memberswho attended the March luncheon enjoyed
and truly benefitted from the presentation by Mr. Robert Bailey, Services
Director at the Biloxi VA Center. Hecould very easily havetitled his
presentation, “What Can | Dofor You?' Hegaveusan overview of the
functionsof hisposition and someof hisday to day activities. Hestressed
3 someof theactionshehastakentoinsureour veteransget the carethey

have earned through their serviceto our country. After giving our mem-
3 bersavery goodideaof thedutieshe performs, he opened thefloor for
guestionsand they flowed one after another. One of thefirst dealt with
the VA cemetary and what isgoing to happeninthat area. Heexplained
that the VA doesnot actualy run the cemetary but hasavested interestin
theactionsbeing taken to insure spaceisavailablewell into theoutyears.
Hesaid they are currently running six burials per day and have 3500
spaces available. However, we know that our WWII death ratefor
veteransof that eraisrunning 2600 per day and giventhat highattritrion
rate, thisisan areawhich requirescloseattention. Hecited someof the
effortsour local Congressman, Mr. Gene Taylor istaking to remedy this
situation and wewill be hearing more on thisin the coming months. He
did point out that you can put your nameonawaiting list and eventualy
be guaranteed a space for burial. We also had a question on Agent
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Orangeand how military serviceinVietnamiscurrently beinginterpreted
for possible benefits. Heindicated we are back to the OLD way of

looking at servicein that theater of operations. Inresponseto another
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question, he pointed out that the VA Center computersare not linked
together. If youmakeachangeinyour profile, likeachangeof address,
at the Jackson VA Center, it will not automatically be changed on your
records at the Biloxi Center. Next there was a series of questgionson
Concurrent Receipt. If you have questionsinthisarea, itisrecom-
mended you give Mr. Bailey acall and describe your specific circum-
stancesto obtain assistance. Therewere numerous other questionsand
tohiscredit, Mr. Bailey repeatedly said, “givemeacall and | WILL
HELP” Itiscomforting to know wehave some willing support readily
availableshouldtheneed arise. Wetruly agppreciate thetimehetook out
of aver;y busy scheduleto help usbetter understand our VA system.
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Upcoming Guest Speakers

Membersof MOAA have someredl treatsahead inthe
coming months. Lt Bob Carson hasaspeakerslineup
that istruly second to none. We aregoingtolearn how
to have somefun, better understand someof thedifficult
issuesfacing usashomeownersand get an appreciation
onwhereour palitical leadership believesour regionand
country should begoing inthe near and long term. Our
April guest speaker will be Capt Mark Stevens from
Cruise USA. Hewill betelling us about some of the
thingsheisdoing/doesto help people have morefunon
barefoot cuisesdown South and up North onthe New
York canals. May will feature aperson who hasto deal
with some of the stickest issuesin Mississippi--insur-
ance. ItisGeorge Dae, Mississippi Insurance Commis-
sioner. Weneedtorealy turn out for these presentations
and be prepared for more* heavy hitters’ in June, July
and August. Thebest way we can show our apprecia-
tion to these peopleisthrough our attendance at thelun-
cheonmestings. We get somegood food, alot of knowl-
edge and the opportunity to visit with some of our mili-
tary friends. Welook forward to seeing alot of you at
thesemeetingsand BRINGA FRIEND!

New L uncheon Procedures
Weareanticipating theoutstanding list of guest pesekers
will encourage more of you to come on down to the
KatrinaKantinaand enjoy lunch! In order togiveyou
(and possibly our guest speakers) moretimeto enjoy
your meals, theluncheon linewill now open at 11: 30
HOURS. Thiswill enableyouto getthroughtheline
faster and bethrough or dmost through when the spesker
begins. Wehopethisletsyou have abetter lunch and at
thesametimeallow our gueststhe opportunity to eat i
they so desire. Onceagain--our goal isto enjoy these
luncheonsand get alittle smarter in the process.
M ember ship Renewal and Growth
Asyou can seefrom the above articlesyour officers
and board are making changesto encourageincreased
participationintheMissssippi Coast Military Officers
Association. Your presencewill show how muchwe
appreciatethetime our speakersaretaking out of their
busy schedulestotak with usinavery beautiful setting-
-theKatrinaKantina. For those of you that have not
sentinyour local chapter dues, pleasedo so. Youwill
continueto get the News L etter for the next few months
but after that wewill only send to current chapter mem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you at the coming
meetingsand THANKS!

Loss of a Friend

Maj Gen Leo Jones

age 88
Died Monday -- March 5, 2007

Hewill be missed by al who
had known him during these
past many years. He was pround
to have been aformer officer and
was an active member of the
Mississippi Coast MOAA..

TRICARE for LifetoLimit Explanations
of Benefits

MOAA recently learned of acost-saving measureinsti-
tuted by Wisconsin Physicians Services (WPS), the
clamsadministrator for al TRICARE for life (TFL)
claims, and approvea by the TRICARE Management
Activity (TMA) to stop themailing of aprinted Expla-
nation of Benefits (EOB) when abeneficiary’sbalance
dueiszero. Most beneficiarieswill receive no advance
notice of thischange, whichiseffectiveApril 1, 2007.

House and Senate Champions|ntroduce SBP Bills

Sen. Bill Nelson (D-FHa.) and Rep.Henry Brown (R-S.C.)
reintroduced their billsto end the deduction of VA survi-
vor benefitsfrom the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) when
the death was service-caused. Nelson'shill alsowould
implement 30-year paid-up SBPcoveragethisyear.

Another Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) Increase
takes effect

Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) annuitantswho currently do
not receive 50 percent of their deceased spouse's SBP
annunity baseamount will seetheir annunity increase soon.
Theincrease, which goesinto effect April 1, will appear
inannuitants May 2007 deposit.
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L egidative Update

Budget Resolution on TRICARE Fees,
Concurrent Receipt, SBP

The news was mostly good as the House and Senate
began working on their respective versions of the
FY 2008 Budget Resol ution, which establishes budget
capsthat Congresswill havetoliveby inthe next fiscal
year.

Thebest newswasthat both the House and Senatereso-
[utionsrejected the Administration's budget proposal to
imposelargefeeincreaseson retired military beneficia-
riesunder age 65. Both resolutionsrestored the $1.86
billion that theAdministration had proposed cutting from
the Defense health program.

Only asmall portion of the proposed budget cut was
attributableto increased revenuesfrom higher fees. Most
of the proposed reduction was attributable to an as-
sumption that thefeeincreaseswoul d drive hundreds of
thousandsof military beneficiariesaway fromusingtheir
earned TRICARE benefits.

Both chambers saw that asinappropriate and restored
thefull funding amount - which meanstheArmed Ser-
vices Committeeswill again havethelatitudeto reject
the proposed increases, just asthey did |ast year.

That doesn't mean we're out of the woods, asthe Com-
mitteesmay still consider any feeincrease proposasrec-
ommended by the DoD-appointed Task Force on the
Future of Military Health Care, which owesthe Com-
mitteesaninterimreportin May. But at |east the Com-
mittees now won't be under budget pressure to adopt
any such recommendations.

Free April Gourmet Meals

Our April meeting will continue to feature the FREE
Gourmet Meal. Thisis a deal almost too good to be
true. If you like the opportunity to win a meal just for
attending aluncheon meeting, please et one of the offic-
ersor directors know how you feel! The odds of winning
this prize give you agreat return on the time you spend at
the monthly luncheon meeting.Come out , have somefun,
get a little smarter. Make sure you cut out the coupon
included opposite this column and bring it to the meeting;
however, should you forget, we will have some extras
for those who forgot them or who had trouble printing
out from the web site. Thisis a great deal and one
more valid reason to attend our local MOAA mestings.

Retiree Activities Update

1. Reminder:effective 15 March 2007 registration decalswill
no longer berequired for Privately Owned Vechiles (POVs)
onANY Air ForceBaseincluding Keeder AFB.

2 TimeisRunning Out--its Tax Time! The Tax Officeis
locatedinroom 234 of Old Cody Hall. Theofficeisshort of
help, soif you need assistance with your taxes,please Call
for an Appointment sinceitwill bevery difficult to behe ped
ona“ wakinbass” Theofficehoursof operationare: 0800-
1200 Monday through Friday; 1300-1600 Monday through
Thursday and 1300-1600--"UP” Fridays. Thephonenum-
ber is377-4454

3. The new BX is now up and operating--check it out for
somegreat deals. Itislocated on M Street betweenthe 81st
Civil Engineering Squadron and the former nPecan Dining
Facility. It hasover 30000 squarefeet whichisabout 1/3the
sizeof theold BX. Thiswill bethemain store until the new
BX iscongtructed. Therewill bemore clothing, shoes, elec-
tronics, housawares, and sporting goods. The old Pecan Din-
ing Facility will house Charley’sGrilled Subs Anthony’sPizza,
and Seattle’' sBest Coffee Shop.

4. SCAMSadiveandwell in Mississippi

We continueto hear and read about the many scams operat-
ing aong the Gulf Coast and throughout the U.S. Currently
the SCAM S seemto be prevelent over theinternet. Oneis
the Internet Access Service Scam. This scam, which has
changed quiteabit over the past several years, makesit onto
the Federal Trade Commission’slist of Top Ten‘ Dot Cons!’
Intheearly days(inthelate 1990s), this scam waslaunched
by sending victimsacheck through snail mail (and thisstill
goeson). It seemed asif you were getting money for doing
nothing. But thisscam wasthat by cashing the check, you
wereagreeing to purchase I nternet access, usually at exorbi-
tant prices, for what may aswell betherest of your life. Avoid-
ing the scamisreasonably easy --never sign anything ,even
theback of acheck, without reading everything!!!
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- Thiscoupon entitlesyou to one chance
g inthedrawingfor agift certificateworth
B  $50.00 fromVrazel’sFineFood Res-
B taurantin Gulfport; You must attend
: the April-MOAA luncheon-meeting
B and present this coupon to be eligible
B towin.
: Signature:
-
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The Newsletter ispublished
monthly for members and
friends of the Mississippi
Coast Military Officers As-
sociation. It aims to
broaden their awareness
and understanding of
events and issues relevant
to military officersin this Q/”@\

Monthly Luncheon Meeting on
Wednesday, April 11, 2007
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